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PROGRESS UPDATE-BRIDGE AESTHETICS COMMITTEE

This committee met for almost two hours on Thursday, November 13 to make some important decisions regarding the aesthetics of the new walking bridge that will be built to replace the suspension bridge lost in last summer’s flood.  All in attendance were reminded that our new bridge will be a cable stayed bridge and will not look like the bridge that was lost.  Several committee members stated that they have heard lots of comments that our new bridge needs to be unique in design-just as our old bridge.  Because this committee wants involvement and input from members of the community, all asked that their names be included in this article.  Committee members include;  Dean Andrews, Sue Ayers, Pat Baumann, Janiece Bergland, Ken Brody, Tom Brownlow, Brian Fuller, Linda Klemesrud, Veronica Litterer, Tracy Meise, Phyllis Meyer, Mike Malena, Lori Nettleton, and Jim Erb.  
After a brief review of the topics to be decided, discussion began regarding the type of towers for the new bridge.  Because of the bridge type and current engineering requirements, the new towers will be taller, about 75 feet.  The old towers were about 45 feet.  The fabricating engineers were in attendance and answered several questions from the committee.  Pictures of each type of tower were presented and modifications discussed.  Each committee member discussed his/her preference and why.  A preliminary vote was taken to determine which 2 of the 9 types of towers presented the committee liked best.  Then the final vote determined that an inverted Y type of tower will be utilized for the bridge.  Discussion reflected that because the new towers were so much higher, this type of tower would lead to a less massive look to the bridge.  
The next item determined was cable arrangement.  The walkway for the new bridge will be between 12 and 14 feet.  Cable arrangements could be originating from one point or non-parallel to one another.  Pictures of each type were again reviewed.  Voting determined that the non-parallel cable arrangement will be used on our bridge.  Because the cables support the bridge, they will be taut regardless of the arrangement selected.  
There was then discussion regarding the cable diameter.  Cables on the old bridge were of a 1.5 inch diameter.  Options were to keep this size, to have the diameter determined by the engineers, to have a 2 inch diameter, or to have a 3 inch diameter.  The committee voted to have cable diameters at 2 inches.  It was felt that with the larger towers, a larger cable diameter would be more appropriate.  

Finally, the committee looked at the steel surface treatment.  The two options were for weathering steel or painted steel.  The advantage of weathered steel was that it was maintenance free and the disadvantage was that the treatment would stain the piers.  Painted steel advantages are that there are an infinite number of colors available and that more than one color may be used.  The disadvantage is that it will need repainting approximately every 15 years.  Painted steel also made cleanup easier if the bridge was vandalized or if graffiti was painted on it.  The committee voted and painted steel was selected.  

At the next meeting, scheduled for Friday, the committee will be reviewing railing and decking options and then selecting these.  Bracing and railing can be separate or together.  There are a huge number of railing options and web sites were shared where different examples are pictured.  Committee members were urged to contact Derek Thomas, the engineer working on the project, with ideas regarding railings prior to the next meeting.  All railings must be at least 54 inches tall with a maximum 4 inch opening up to 42 inches.  Bridge decking can be concrete, timber or timber with iron wood.  All types have advantages and disadvantages and these will be discussed at the next meeting.  

Community members who would like more specific information can contact the project manager at 257-6300 or any of the committee members.

