December 16, 2008

Progress Update-Bridge Aesthetics Committee


The fifth and final scheduled meeting of the bridge aesthetics committee was held Friday, December 12. This committee has been making several of the detailed decisions on items such as colors, pier appearance, and material composition for the pedestrian bridge, which connects Clark Street with Park Drive. Another meeting is anticipated in the future, after Musco Lighting has generated some ideas for lighting of the cable-stayed bridge.

The pier shape was revisited, as both the Department of Natural Resources and a concrete lining manufacturer responded with concerns over the committee’s choice. The DNR is interested in a minimal amount of water being displaced by the piers, as both piers will now be in the water, unlike the previous pier locations. Further, there
is concern with forming of the patterning in the concrete around a rounded end. It is much easier to form flat surfaces than a rounded surface. After discussion, a tapered pier with pointed ends was chosen.


The next item of discussion was the liner appearance. It was noted last week that the concrete piers can be formed with a mold to make the piers look more like actual rock. Examples of rock forms were shown, including running bond, random ashlar, fieldstone, ledgestone, split face stone, and random range. Concern was expressed that the
liner might show joint lines. Notation will be placed in specifications and drawings that the appearance of “whole stones” is to be carried throughout the pier.

Ledgestone patterning in a natural limestone color palate was chosen. This liner and color will resemble that of the Frank Lloyd Wright house. The coloring company will reference the house to specify the color on the project. It is also hoped that the coloring can be done while the cofferdams are still in place, so that the patterning and color can extend to the pier base. A smooth cap of approximately four inches will be located at the top of the piers. The stain will penetrate about one quarter of an inch into the concrete and is applied after the concrete has cured.

The final decision item, which created much discussion, was the color for the trusses and structural bridge piers. There were over 15 different color options to discuss. It was noted that the galvanized cables will be a mat gray, the interior railing is stainless steel, the deck is dark brown, which will fade to gray, and the piers, limestone color. After about an hour and half of discussion the final color choice, which garnered the most votes, was I M Grey tower and
Light Buff truss.

The previous meeting’s decisions were noted to remind the committee of previous decisions. Some discussion was held on cable diameter. This item can be re-addressed if needed.


The next anticipated steps in the process, are a summary meeting with the City Council on December 22, followed by a publication of the rendered final design in the Charles City Press at a later date.


The committee was thanked for the time and effort put into these decisions.


