


Main Street Charles City recently 
unveiled a new name and logo to 
improve the public’s comprehension of 
what Main Street Charles City does and 
represents. As part of that, an update has 
been made to our mission. The mission 
of Main Street Charles City is to be an 
organization supported by local investors 
and volunteers who strive to enhance 
the downtown district to make it the 
place to be. The vision for Main Street 
Charles City Charles City is to continually 
strive to be a diverse and progressive 
community that blends new development 
with preservation of historic structures. 

We want to have a pedestrian-friendly 
downtown, offering a vibrant mix of 
locally owned businesses with an active 
yet relaxing riverfront. Working together, 
we are striving to make Charles City an 
outstanding place to live, work and play.

Main Street Charles City has a long list 
of achievements since its inception over 
25+ years ago, and continues to add to 
that list with strong community support. 
It is vital to the program’s future that we 
welcome more volunteers and invite 
more fi nancial support from not only the 
businesses in the Main Street district, but 
the community and residents that benefi t 
by having a vibrant and strong Main 
Street district.

Are you looking for a way to have a 
positive impact on the future of Charles 
City and the Main Street Charles City 
program? It’s easy to get involved and 
be part of the future. Visit the link below 
to let us know that you would like to 

be part of the Main Street Charles City 
movement or reach out to any of our 
Board Members!

Board members include Board Chair 
Matt Bradley, Vice Chair Jessie Schultz, 
Pat Ohlerking, Shelley Zweibohmer, 
Ryan Venz, Phil Hammermeister, Amber 
Bergeson, Krista Noah, Nikki Knowlton, 
and Evonne Neupert. 

You can also call or visit the Main Street 
City offi ce at 641-228-2335 to inquire 
about Board and Committee meetings, 
program details or to fi nd out more about 
what Main Street Charles City has to offer.
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MAIN STREET CHARLES CITY BOARD

Matt  Bradley
Board Chair

Sign up to 
Volunteer

https://tinyurl.com/22zwpswz



The Business Improvement Committee’s 
goal is to be a positive part of the 
retention, expansion, recruitment and 
development of the core of our city; the 
Main Street Charles City district. Creating 
a place where businesses can thrive, new 
businesses want to come and where all 
businesses support and educate each 
other through their past experiences, new 
learnings and joint efforts.  I have a great 
passion for this organization and what it 
stands for, and I feel it’s a place to foster 
excitement, partnerships and opportunity.

During the past year, as part of the 
larger goal of the organization, the 
Business Improvement Committee worked 
with the Iowa Department of Economic 
Development to conduct a Market Study 
and a Strategies Report. A survey of 
district stakeholders (businesses, property 

owners and residents) as well as shoppers, 
visitors and others in the region was taken 
to determine their needs and perspective 
specifi c to the Main Street district. From 
that survey, strategies have been created 
for the Main Street Charles City board and 
Committees to continue to improve, grow 
and maintain our Main Street.

The Business Improvement Committee 
is now working on a series of programs to 
offer informative and inspiring speakers 
to help stakeholders and other interested 
parties explore the importance of 
maintaining & strengthening our Main 
Street Charles City district through growth 
and development.  The Committee is 
also working on toolkits and resources for 
those that may be looking to start a new 
business, grow or strengthen a current 
business, or begin succession planning as 
they move onto new endeavors. 

We are all Main Street Charles City 
stakeholders if we are shoppers of, 
residents in, business owners of, employed 
in, property owners of, window shoppers 
in or movie goers in the Main Street 
Charles City district. Our Main Street has 
a direct impact on and is vital to the entire 
city and county. If you are looking to be 
a positive infl uence, are a forward thinker 
and cultivator of community, here is a 
place where you can make a difference. 
I feel Main Street Charles City is a place 
to foster excitement, partnerships and 
opportunity! If you have a passion for 
improving our district consider joining our 
Committee, or one of the other three Main 
Street Charles City Committees. It’s a great 
way to be part of something you can be 
proud of! 

Committee members include Jim Davis, 
Linda Tjaden, Dean Stewart, Tom Bock, 
Mike Scofi eld, Makaila Sloter, Evonne 
Neupert, Dean Andrews and me, Chair, 
Tami Vetter. You can also call or visit the 
Main Street Charles City offi ce at 641-228-
2335 to inquire about options available 
through Main Street Charles City incentive 
programs.
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Commi� ee Chair

Scan to see 
the report & 

strategy 

https://tinyurl.com/yjbeudew

MARKET DATA

CONSUMER 
SURVEY DATA

3

BUSINESS 
SURVEY DATA

RETAIL GAPS 
& POTENTIAL 
OPPORTUNITIES

ESRI Tapestry Segments were identifi ed. These 
combine the “who” of lifestyle demography 
with the “where” of local geography to create 
distinct market segmentation

We want you to know: 
Through the Main Street 
Charles City Program 
(MSCC), the Business
Improvement Committee 
facilitated a Market Survey. 
MSCC engaged community 
members, business people, 
and other stakeholders 
through a Consumer Survey, 
Business Survey, and public 
meeting to discuss the 
fi ndings and what could be 
done in the way of business 
retention and recruitment. 
The report contains valuable 
information and is available 
for you to use.

of consumer survey participants made at least
one online purchase or left Charles City to make
a purchase. Find out - what did they buy?!

of business survey participants say they
transact sales through a website in addition to
their brick and mortar.

of those surveyed would visit downtown Charles
City more often if there was a steakhouse. Find
out what else they want!

51%

35%

89%











1205 11th Street

Charles City

The Place

Where Fresh is the Taste.™

OPEN LATE EVERY NIGHT!

503 Kelly Street, Charles City, IA
641.228.1111

SStewartRealtySELLS.COMM 

Tom Sisson • Bob Ingram • Jon Vrieze

SISSON & ASSOCIATES
1101 South Grand Ave,

Charles City, IA 50616

Phone 641-228-2835

FIRST CITIZENS BANK
300 N. Main St.
myfcb.bank
800-423-1602

2.69x1.5_MainSt_CC_ad_2023.indd   1 2/17/23   1:47 PM

800 Eleventh Street • Charles City, IA 50616
www.fcmc.us.com

413 N Main St. • 641-228-2657
www.TheRusticCorner.com �

Family Owned & Operated Since 1990

OPEN 8 AM-5PM MON.THRU FRI.
OPEN SATURDAYS 8AM-NOON

641-228-6636

NO APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY FOR OIL CHANGES

801 Riverside Dr., Charles City
(641) 228-3211

www.charlescitypress.com

NEWSLETTER SPONSORS
This newsletter is possible thanks to the sponsorship 

from these local businesses. 
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